A patient with Proteus syndrome is reported. He had hemihypertrophy, bilateral hypertrophy of the third fingers, skin anomalies, and varicosities, as well as mental retardation, seizures resistant to anticonvulsant treatment, and a very severe course with death at the age of 2 years.
Proteus syndrome is a recently delineated, congenital, hamartomatous syndrome.' It is a severe condition with a wide spectrum of abnormalities, the main signs being unilateral gigantism and subcutaneous vascular tumours.2A We would like to emphasise the occasional severity of the brain involvement and the severe clinical course, which was rapidly fatal in our patient.
Case report
The child was the first born to non-consanguineous parents. The father was 44 years old and the mother was 38 at the time of the proband's birth, and both parents are Italian 
